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The Other Press has been Douglas 
College’s student newspaper since 1976. 
Since 1978 we have been an autonomous 
publication, independent of the student 
union. We are a registered society under 
the Society Act of British Columbia, 
governed by an eight-person board of 
directors appointed by our staff. Our head 
office is located in the New Westminster 
campus.
The Other Press is published weekly 
during the fall and winter semesters, and 
monthly during the summer. We receive 
our funding from a student levy collected 
through tuition fees every semester at 
registration, and from local and national 
advertising revenue. The Other Press is a 
member of the Canadian University Press 
(CUP), a syndicate of student newspapers 
that includes papers from all across 
Canada.
The Other Press reserves the right to 
choose what we will publish, and we 
will not publish material that is hateful, 
obscene, or condones or promotes illegal 
activities. Submissions may be edited for 
clarity and brevity if necessary. All images 
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One of the major reasons people cite a need for International Women’s Day 
(that I didn’t get to mention in this week’s 
feature) is the gender wage gap. The idea 
is that women are paid less than men for 
the same work—about 79 cents to the 
man’s dollar, so they say. While many cite 
this as proof of the oppression women still 
face in our society, many claim it has been 
debunked. 
A Statistics Canada report shows the 
contrast of the average income of full-time 
full-year employees by gender. Looking 
at the numbers it’s clear that there is a 
disparity on the women’s side—with only 
$55,300 compared to men’s $74,200 in 
2017. Another Stat Can page says that in 
2018, 25 to 54-year-old female employees 
earned about $4 less per hour than their 
male counterparts, making the wage gap 
then 87 for every dollar a man earns. Let’s 
look at the side that says this wage gap is 
a misunderstanding that has been pushed 
too far.  
What is concerning is the little 
context these numbers are given. What 
they fail to mention are the hours worked, 
qualifications, or the various chosen 
careers of those employed—and these are 
all important things to consider; numbers 
need context. 
Women are more likely to choose to 
focus on their families rather than work, 
and also more likely to take lower income 
or temporary jobs in order to prioritize 
their familial responsibilities. This is the 
common trend among the gender, and it 
does offer an explanation as to why such a 
wage gap might exist. These facts explain 
that the cause for the wage gap are not 
necessarily as blatantly sexist or negative 
as many dictate. 
This is not to say that some women 
aren’t chosen for jobs or given raises solely 
due to their gender—bias is a very real 
thing, and everyone has it whether they 
are conscious of it or not. Surely it happens 
with all kinds of people of all genders. 
However, the statistics of the wage gap 
needs to be supplied by a lot contextual 
information before we can say for sure 
that women are being paid less solely 
because of their sex. It is vital that before 
we make hostile claims about society, that 
we ensure that our evidence isn’t based on 




Is the wage gap debunked? 
Jessica Berget
Editor-in-Chief
Got a lot of time on campus with no way to spend it? The Other Press has got 
you covered! Here are some cool events 
happening this week to help you kill time 
between your classes. 
Get your taxes done for free!
• March 2 to April 30, Monday to Friday
• DSU building top floor
• 10 am to 5 pm
Stressed about tax season? No worries, 
the Douglas Commerce and Business 
Association has got your back. Get your 
taxes done for free by accounting student 
volunteers trained to help with your 
taxing woes—with a couple exceptions. 
Your annual income must be under 
$35,000 (or $45,000 household income 
if you’re single) and you must not be 
bankrupt or self-employed. 
Inclusive Cities: Welcoming 
Newcomers
• Thursday March 12
• New Westminster Campus, Room 2201
• 6:30 to 8 pm
How do you make a city more inclusive to 
immigrants? And how does immigration 
affect social solidarity? How do we create 
an inclusive city and community? Find 
out this and more at this free forum (that 
is open to the public) hosted by Douglas 
College. Dr. Elliott Rossiter, a professor at 
Douglas will be moderating. 
“Tellers of Short Stories” Open Mic
• Thursday March 12
• Anvil Centre Room 413A
• 6 to 8 pm
Crystal Hunt is currently the author of 
35+ books, co-founder of The Creative 
Academy of Writers, is on the board of 
directors for the Surrey International 
Writers’ Conference, and is the founding 
president of the Greater Vancouver Writer’s 
Association. With all that responsibility, 
it’s hard to see how she finds any free time. 
But lo and behold, Hunt is hosting an open 
mic night (presented by the Royal City 
Literary Arts Society) for people wanting 
to listen to or read short stories. Attendees 
are encouraged to bring short stories for 
reading aloud. 
EVENT’s Annual Used Book Sale
• March 16 to 20
• New West Concourse
• 8 to 11 am
Calling all book lovers! The New West 
Concourse is hosting a used book sales 
event as part of a fundraiser. Genres range 
from fiction, non-fiction, educational, to 
children’s books from local authors and 
literary professionals. Since they are used 
books, no need to worry about breaking 
your student budget. And they say print is 
dead.
Because We Are Girls Film Screening
• March 26
• Douglas College Lecture Theatre Room 
2201
• 6 to 8 pm
It’s back again! In case you missed it the 
first time, IMPACTS is hosting a movie 
night for a locally made documentary 
entitled Because We Are Girls, a movie 
that focuses on an Indo-Canadian family 
in a small town in BC as they deal with the 
horrible reality of sexual abuse in their 
family. Three sisters were at the hands of 
this abuse and come forward with their 
stories to protect their young relatives. 
A panel discussion and conversation 
will follow the film screening and light 
refreshments will be served. Please 
register beforehand!
#metime—A Self Care Workshop
• Friday March 27
• New West Campus Lower Cafeteria
• 3 to 5 pm
Taking care of yourself is important, which 
is why Douglas College is hosting an event 
focused on the very thing some students 
might neglect—self care. This informative 
workshop will educate attendees on the 
importance of mental wellbeing and 
provide some ways for self-awareness. Light 
refreshments will be provided along with 
fun activities and prizes will be given out 
for participation—no registration required!
What’s going down at Douglas?




























• What’s going down at Douglas?
• Province announces new grant to ease 
student loan debt
• Ready, set, register…
...and more
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Hadassah Alencar
The Concordian (CUP)
A Montreal-based clinical psychologist expanded his treatment from PTSD 
patients to those who have experienced 
terrible betrayals in romantic relationships. 
The innovative treatment can reprogram 
traumatic memories with the help of a beta 
blocker drug and therapy. 
In 2008, Dr. Alain Brunet created 
a treatment called “reconsolidation 
therapy,” or the “Brunet Method,” which 
treats patients with PTSD or victims of 
crime or terror attacks, such as the one in 
Paris in 2016. 
In short, reconsolidation therapy 
involves therapy sessions in conjunction 
with a blood pressure drug that alleviates 
the negative surge of emotions when 
remembering a traumatic memory. 
Brunet was a student at the 
University of Montreal in 1989, when the 
Polytechnique shooting occurred. He 
thought that there was a real lack of care 
for those affected by psychotraumatic 
disorders after the attack, so that inspired 
him to find a cure for people suffering 
from PTSD. 
In 2015, Brunet turned to treating 
romantic heartbreaks and betrayals. He 
worked with one of his former graduate 
students, Michelle Lonergan. Lonergan 
worked on the project as her PhD at McGill 
University. She said this method is “based 
on this idea that the trauma memory was 
really at the root of the disorder.” 
For six weeks, participants in the study 
took propranolol—a drug normally used 
for treating high blood pressure—one hour 
before a weekly therapy session where they 
read their personal handwritten account 
of the traumatic event. They would re-read 
the account every session and speak about 
the event itself with Brunet. Lonergan 
said at the end of the study, two-thirds of 
the participants experienced an overall 
reduction “in the severity of […] symptoms 
and reactions.” 
While the method may be reminiscent 
of the film Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless 
Mind for some—a movie where a couple 
erases the memory of their terrible 
relationship together—Lonergan said 
that no memory is lost, only updated. She 
compares the process to editing an essay. 
“Let’s say we have an essay on a computer 
and the essay is written, it’s saved to our 
hard drive, well when we open the essay 
and make changes to it and re-save it, then 
it’s updated with that new information.” 
The memory we store is saved in 
two different parts of the brain: the dry 
element—the factual, visual occurrence—
in the hippocampus, and the 
emotional portion of the experience in the 
amygdala. When a traumatic event occurs, 
it activates the adrenergic system (our 
stress system) to pump adrenaline into our 
brain. And because of such the memory 
registers with a stressful, heightened 
emotional response. 
When an affected individual recollects 
the event or experiences a trigger such as 
what they ate, saw, were wearing, or even 
smelled during their trauma, it activates 
their adrenaline to the amygdala. Then, the 
memory re-creates a surge of uncontrollable 
negative emotions. This tolls the person’s 
mental health and wellbeing. 
“For some people, 
that system can become 
overactivated, and that 
would result in putting 
an emotional stance on 
the memory that is just 
extremely powerful,” 
Lonergan said. 
The drug for the 
treatment isn’t new. 
Propranolol is popularly 
used to reduce high 
blood pressure and heart 
rhythm disorders, but it 
has another quality that 
makes the treatment 
possible. It’s an adrenergic 
beta-blocker, meaning that it works 
by blocking the surge of adrenaline to 
the amygdala when remembering the 
traumatic memory. 
According to testimonials on Brunet’s 
website, patients described the initial 
version of their traumatic memory as so 
emotionally discharged that it feels like 
someone else wrote it. 
Kanica Saphan, a sexologist 
counsellor who works with individuals and 
couples in Montreal, said that a lot of the 
baggage people carry from bad breakups 
is from negative stories they create 
from their experience. “It will become 
like a story of how we were either ugly, 
unworthy, or valuable—and that we had 
something to do with it,” she said, adding 
that such stories are created for many 
reasons, including misunderstanding the 
causes of a breakup. 
For her counselling, Saphan works 
by developing a therapeutic relationship 
with her clients. She uses “talk therapy,” 
meaning she develops a human 
connection with clients to work through 
issues and heal over time. She said she 
does not prescribe medication, and that 
while reconsolidation therapy can work 
for traumatic experiences, she suggested 
that using propranolol pills could restrain 
people from learning to use their own 
internal coping tools. 
While Saphan hopes the treatment 
will not add to “pill culture,” where 
medication is used to treat an excessive 
range of emotional afflictions, Lonergan 
said the pill does not mask symptoms. It 
can provide a significant change, and the 
treatment is short—roughly four to six 
weeks. Patients are not medicated long 
term, Lonergan said. 
Lonergan suggested that the 
treatment could be expanded to other 
areas where people suffer psychological 
strain from emotionally-charged events.
Science can help reduce stress following 
traumatic events, breakups 
 › Montreal-based clinical psychologist reprograms memories
Atiba Nelson
Staff Reporter
Last month, Finance Minister Carole James delivered the new British 
Columbia budget for 2020. The budget was 
hailed as the government’s plan to keep BC 
moving forward by making life better for 
British Columbians.
One group the government is aiming 
to make life better for are BC post-
secondary students. 
After already announcing that 
the government would be eliminating 
interest rates on current and future BC 
Government-issued student loans, the BC 
government announced a new grant that 
would make post-secondary education 
more affordable for students. 
The new BC Access Grant will be a 
needs-based grant based on a student’s 
family income. According to the 
StudentAidBC website, the “BC Access 
Grant will help more than 40,000 low and 
middle-income students access, afford, and 
complete public post-secondary education 
and training each year in BC.”
To be eligible for the BC Access Grant, 
students must be enrolled in part-time or 
full-time undergraduate studies—whether a 
degree, diploma, or certificate—studying at 
a BC public post-secondary institution, and 
eligible to apply and receive a student loan. 
There is no application for the grant; 
however, students have to apply for 
student aid at their respective BC post-
secondary institution. After then they 
will be automatically assessed for the BC 
Access Grant. 
“The new BC Access Grant replaces 
the BC Completion Grant, BC Completion 
Grant for Graduates, and the BC Labour 
Market Priorities grant to provide up-front 
financial support to students when they 
need it at the beginning of studies,” reads a 
posted statement. 
Up to $1,000 per year is available to 
part-time students and student enrolled 
in two-year programs or longer in length, 
and $4,000 per year is available for 
students pursuing programs less than two 
year in length. 
“[…] for the first time provincial 
grants will be available to part-time 
students and students enrolled in 
programs of less than two years,” said 
James during her budget speech. 
The Douglas Students' Union touted 
the newly announced grant as a victory on 
their website in a posted statement similar 
to one posted on the The British Columbia 
Federation of Students—which is an 
coalition of 13 BC university and college 
students’ unions. 
The statement describes the 
announcement of the grant as a needed 
relief.
“With tuition fees at an all-time 
high, student debt in BC continues to 
grow as students and their families 
struggle to afford the education they 
need to enter the workforce,” said 
Tanysha Klassen, Chairperson of the 
BC Federation of Students (BCFS) and 
graduate of Douglas College.
BC Government aims to improve lives for 
post-secondary students





























For students wanting to take classes and surrender their vacations, Douglas 
College has released important dates for 
summer registration. 
According to the Douglas College 
Dates and Deadlines webpage, 2020 
summer semester registration begins 
March 10 and ends on March 27—and will 
occur via college priority. 
As most students are assigned a 
registration day, college priority may be an 
unfamiliar term.
Approved by the Douglas College 
Education Council, college priority refers 
to Douglas College’s Priority Registration 
(Open Enrollment) Policy, policy number 
E.AA01.18. 
The purpose of the college priority 
or priority registration is to “value 
individual responsibility and prize 
excellence,” according to the policy’s 
purpose section on the Douglas College 
educational policy website. 
Grade point averages (GPAs) are 
used to order all Douglas students for 
registration—with a few exceptions.
A student’s GPA for ranking in priority 
registration is calculated and assessed 
to be in one of three categories. One 
category is all graded Douglas College 
courses completed. Another category is 
secondary-school grades from English 
12 (or an equivalent course), another 
grade 12 provincially-examined course, 
and Principles of Mathematics 11 (or an 
equivalent course). The third category is 
grades achieved in nine credits of BC post-
secondary school coursework. 
Douglas then constructs its 
registration procedures to give high 
GPA-earners from Douglas College 
or elsewhere priority, with returning 
students trumping new students within 
the same GPA category. 
The priority registration policy does 
have several exceptions. Douglas allows 
for mature students who have never taken 
classes at a post-secondary level, as well 
as mature students who have superior 
achievement in their life experiences to 
obtain a better registration date. The 
policy does not define the term “superior 
achievement.” However, mature students 
desiring to take advantage of this allowance 
must apply for special consideration. Their 
application will then be judged by the 
Registrar’s Office in consultation with the 
program area.
Additionally, Douglas can grant 
special priority access “to students 
in designated groups for whom early 
registration is institutionally desirable,” 
according to ‘Section D,’ subsection 1 of the 
Priority Registration policy.
Students, regardless of registration 
priority group, have until May 3 to drop 
a summer semester course and receive a 
full refund, as classes for the 2020 summer 
semester begin on Monday May 4. 
Ready, set, register…according to your GPA














The past year saw companies coming up with plans to open offices at new 
locations or relocate their headquarters 
to Vancouver. Few recently signed the 
deals while others are ready to inaugurate 
the offices. In any case, with companies 
planning such moves, the economy can be 
expected to face a great shift upwards. 
This is great news for many students 
at Douglas, namely in the tech field. Carlos 
Arturo Machado Ramos, a student at 
Douglas College, attests to that fact in an 
interview with the Other Press. 
“British Columbia, in particular 
Vancouver, has experienced a dynamic 
growth in the IT sector recently,” he said. 
“There are new companies in the field 
that have started looking at this region as 
a potential ‘gold mine’ for the IT sector. 
Worldwide known companies such as 
Amazon recently announced a new launch 
of a big corporate in Vancouver, which 
means technological, as well as physical 
infrastructure development for the 
community and an important employment 
growth directly positively affecting the local 
economy. It would also help to strengthen 
the international ties and connections of 
people involved in these sort of projects, 
something that would take Vancouver to an 
avant-garde position globally.”
Canada’s financial hub won’t be 
just Toronto by the end of next decade. 
Following are the companies who are 
expanding, setting up new offices, or 
relocating to Vancouver.
lululemon 
The iconic Vancouver-based multinational 
clothing retailer got its new headquarters 
building approved by the city council at 
the beginning of February. Construction 
will begin in September 2020 and will 
use up a total floor area of 593,400 square 
feet. The new building will be able to 
accommodate 2,000 employees initially 
and more as they grow. 
Amazon
Last year, Amazon chose Vancouver to open 
its new headquarters over New York—a 
decision that some consider lucky for our 
small city. Although there is no specific 
opening date, the company’s building, 
situated at 402 Dunsmuir Street, will open 
doors to more than 1,000 workers in the 
downtown area.  
Shopify 
The e-commerce platform announced its 
plan to open a new permanent office in 
Vancouver and create a great pool of jobs. 
The company announced its plans to hire 
about 1,000 new employees. The space 
will open by the end of the year and will 
be located at Four Bentall Centre (1055 
Dunsmuir Street).  
Brex 
The talent pool of Vancouver convinced the 
US-based financial technology company 
open its first new international office in the 
city—at 1100 Melville street. The company 
is involved in creating corporate credit 
cards, travel programs, and rewards for 
clients. 
Zenoti
Seems like Vancouver is set to soon become 
a technology hub. The cloud-based tech 
firm Zenoti—which is also located in 
Manchester, Brisbane, Dubai, Jakarta, 
Kuala Lumpur, and Manila—inaugurated 
its new office in 2020.  
Companies opening new offices in 
Vancouver likely means more job openings, 
a raise in income, a raise in standard 
of living, and an increase in GDP. The 
companies based outside the city may also 
be attracted towards Vancouver thereby 
increasing the possibilities of trade deals. 
Even though most of the corporations are 
a part of the tech sector, the job openings 
are related to all areas (as a company has 
multiple divisions and each require a 
workforce), so gear up. Time to brush up 
those skills and resumes.
New companies and ventures 
coming up in Vancouver
 › With new offices opening in the city, a great shift in the economy is predicted
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• A review of the amazing band Kolohe Kai
• ‘Dispatches from Elsewhere’ thrives in 
the absurd




The season premiere of Dispatches from Elsewhere—a show written by, 
directed by, and starring Jason Segel—is 
delightfully puzzling and highly relatable. 
The story of this show excels with its 
fantastical surrealism and charming 
oddities, yet it remains grounded through 
its contemporary settings.
Segel plays the main protagonist Peter: 
an everyday man and lonely introvert. The 
episode’s use of following camera shots and 
obstructed close-ups convey how trapped 
Peter feels in his bland life. An ethereal 
soundtrack, dry colours, and gloomy 
lighting also illustrate how emotionally 
disconnected he is from the world. 
Regardless of all these factors however, 
Segel has a mixed performance. He is very 
underwhelming in some scenes. Yet, he 
does bravely explore Peter’s growth through 
relationships with other characters.
Of the entire cast, Eve Lindley and 
Richard E. Grant are terrific standouts. 
Lindley plays her character Simone, a 
tough and confident trans youth, with 
an endearing attitude. She has perfect 
chemistry with Segel, and that creates a 
humanizing and heartwarming friendship 
between their characters.
Grant as Octavio—the omniscient 
narrator who orchestrates the story’s 
strange events—portrays his character 
with riveting charisma. His monologues 
have the perfect tone to evoke compelling 
philosophical themes about existence and 
truth that enrich the plot’s bizarre world.
Beyond the cast, the episode has 
social satire about how entrenched 
commercialism has become in our daily 
lives. This commentary is achieved 
by Peter’s unusual fascination with 
street advertisements that provoke his 
immersive fantasies. Subsequently, 
these sequences supply the story with 
enjoyably strange humour. The premiere 
also uses its characters to relay the idea 
that happiness can be found, even when 
leading unconventional lives with strange 
new experiences.
However, the episode’s beginning 
suffers from slow pacing. The story takes 
a long time to set up Peter’s life as bleak 
as possible before anything substantial 
happens. Consequently, the plot may 
not appeal to viewers that prefer a more 
fast-paced and straightforward narrative 
structure. Still, when Peter’s adventure 
begins, the story drastically improves 
through a more vibrant atmosphere and 
visual style.
Aside from slow pacing, supporting 
characters Janice (Sally Field) and 
Fredwynn (André Benjamin) have little 
involvement in the episode. Although their 
story arcs will undoubtedly develop as the 
series continues, their entrances into the 
plot feel last minute. The two have some 
decent screen time with Peter and Simone, 
yet the supporting characters ideally 
should have had more time. It’s the integral 
premiere, so the interconnection of all 
characters should be clear.
Overall, the season premiere of Jason 
Segel’s Dispatches from Elsewhere promises 
a series of provocative absurdities and 
exciting performances from a talented cast. 
Although this episode has drawbacks, the 
show offers a story eager to please viewers 
with its zany characters.
‘Dispatches from Elsewhere’ 
thrives in the absurd
 › The show’s first episode succeeds with offbeat 
storytelling and equally offbeat characters
EG Manilag
Staff Writer
    
If you’re up for some island and ukulele vibes during this cold and wet weather, 
then make sure to lend your ears to this 
cover of the song “Speechless” produced 
by the one and only island music band: 
Kolohe Kai.
Originally, “Speechless” was written 
by Dan + Shay. The song gained fame for 
its poignant vibe that purely reflected 
the artists’ first year of marriage. The 
duo Dan Smyers and Shay Mooney were 
both happily married in 2017, and in the 
following year, they each utilized their 
wedding clips into an official video for the 
song. The video currently has 81 million 
views on YouTube. The lyrics of this 
love song surely captivated the hearts of 
many young couples. As well, the overall 
progression of the music and story line 
left the listeners in awe. Fans are not just 
merely listening to a song, but they’re also 
following two stories of how great love 
truly is. 
Kolohe Kai’s cover version did not cast 
the song’s loving tone to the side. Instead, 
their version is true to the warm feeling of 
the original song—yet they have skillfully 
blended some of their classic Hawaiian 
style music into it. Using ukulele and bass, 
the band adds a spectacular short intro to 
the song that is as peaceful as an ocean-
wave filled paradise. The reggae parts of 
this cover aren’t overpowering. 
The song is slow and romantic as the 
original, which makes it a slow reggae 
song. Other than string instruments, the 
sounds of percussions also dominate—
especially the famous wooden djembe 
and bongo drums. The drums bring 
an amazing beat to the piece. Not to 
mention their awesome harmony singers 
that really embody the essence of the 
cool and chill Hawaiian reggae theme. 
One minor issue about this cover: it 
disregards the soulful guitar solo of 
the original song. It is very typical for 
a reggae band like them to have little 
to no solos though. Nonetheless, the 
cover version is truly wonderful and 
magnificent. It really brings you a 
relaxed and groovy sensation. 
The one thing that ultimately 
inspired me to write this review is 
Kolohe Kai’s lead vocalist Roman De 
Peralta. His voice is just otherworldly! 
His voice is not the typical raspy type 
that you would probably hear on many 
reggae albums. The voice he possesses is 
soft and childlike—he really has a fresh 
voice! You need to hear his voice in this 
cover. If you have not listened to the 
original song though, I highly suggest 
that you hear it first—before listening to 
Kolohe Kai’s version.
This soulful Hawaiian reggae cover will 
make you ‘Speechless’













There are singers turned actors—like Justin Timberlake, Beyoncé, and Lady 
Gaga—but there are also a few actors that 
transitioned to performing music that 
are very successful. Examples include 
Hailee Steinfeld, Donald Glover, and Gen 
Hoshino. Hoshino was well known in 
Japan for his acting work before he began 
his music career. Yet, for the past 10 years, 
his fame has come from his musical 
talent. International fans know him 
mostly for his pop career.
His music is fun, comedic, folksy, 
personal, and a shining example of 
essential J-Pop. Before his solo career 
began, he was in an instrumental band 
called SAKEROCK. He released his 
first album Baka no Uta in 2010 which 
includes his first hit single “Kuse no Uta.”
“Kuse no Uta” offers his early sound 
of alternative folk music and pays 
homage to his hometown of Saitama—a 
neighbouring city in the Tokyo area. 
The music video of the song was filmed 
on 8mm film. In the video we see 
Hoshino going around the town and 
animation being drawn on the video. 
A similar thing happens in the music 
videos for the next few hit singles such 
as “Futon”—where he goes back to his 
house after a day at the mine; and “Film,” 
where he plays a reporter while zombies 
are appearing.His music starts to get 
more upbeat in his next hit single “Out 
of a Dream.” This song and “Monster” 
both have extensive choreography in 
their music videos. The video for the 
latter shows us contemporary dance and 
Hoshino playing the marimba. It is a 
playful and fun song. In 2012, Hoshino 
had a subarachnoid hemorrhage. Soon 
after, he wrote the song “Why Don’t You 
Play in Hell?” 
In his later music he puts both 
electronic music and orchestrations 
in his songs. This fresh new sound 
attained him even more attention. 
Songs like “SUN,” “Koi,” “Doraemon,” 
“Idea,” and “Pop Virus”—from his 
recent album Pop Virus—are examples 
of his unique sound.
“SUN” is the song that introduced 
me to Hoshino. With its poppy 1970s 
electronic disco sound, it gets everyone 
excited. During this album, his music 
videos were choreographed by Perfume’s 
choreographer MIKIKO. He also began 
collaborating with Sakanaction’s 
guitarist Motoharu Iwadera. In the 
music video of “Crazy Crazy” and “SUN,” 
we see Hoshino’s alter ego, Nise Akira 
—a 1970s guy with long hair.
“Family Song,” is a cheerful song 
about typical day with family fun times.  
The video for this hit introduces us to a 
housewife character named Mrs. Ogen. 
This video actually led to the creation of 
Hoshino’s occasional NHK show—Ogen-
san to Issho. Last August, the multi-
talented singer/actor started offering his 
music on streaming services. Hoshino 
also did a world tour which included 
a stop in New York City. In the city he 
performed with his friend and famous 
producer Mark Ronson.
Recently, Hoshino released a digital 
EP called Same Thing which includes 
a song of the same title. In the song 
he collaborates with Superorganism 
and sings in English. Surprisingly, they 
filmed the music video for the song in 
Australia. The song talks about his fame 
and in its chorus it’s as if he’s saying that 
he still loves his fans but sometimes, 
f**** off to them. He is seen everywhere 
in Japan: from commercials for mobile 
phone operator DOCOMO to noodle 
company Nissin. During his acting 
career, he was on the original Japanese 
versions of two hit anime films—Mirai 
and The Night Is Short, Walk on Girl.







 › Actor turned singer offers cheerful electronic folk rock
Craig Allen
Staff Writer
    
Twenty five years after changing animated films forever with Toy Story, 
Pixar is still producing some of the most 
seminal and thought-provoking films 
of all time. This streak continues with 
the magical adventure of Onward. The 
film is about two elf brothers in search 
of a stone that will resurrect their dead 
father for one last day together. The film is 
beautifully shot and contains tear-jerking 
moments—an aspect of storytelling that 
Pixar has excelled at throughout its history. 
Yet, since the company has produced such 
high quality movies for over a quarter of a 
century, Onward doesn’t quite measure up 
to the same lofty heights.
Before reviewing the film, here comes 
a mini review of a short before the film. 
The short is a sequel to the 2013 Simpsons 
short called “The Longest Daycare” which 
features the silent pacifier sucker Maggie 
Simpson. In this short called “Playdate 
with Destiny,” Maggie is smitten for a boy 
at the playground, but due to Homer’s 
unwillingness to take her to the same 
playground, Maggie is left frustrated in 
her attempts to reconnect with her far-
off love. The short, which contains no 
dialogue, was made to celebrate Disney’s 
acquisition of The Simpsons through their 
purchase of 20th Century Fox last year. 
While the short was fine, inoffensive, and 
fun it was also surreal to see the often 
raunchy Simpsons fit into the family 
friendly realm of a Pixar film. Also, I will 
never be comfortable with the integration 
of The Simpsons into Disney. Even the 
Mickey Mouse in the Gracie Films logo for 
this short is unsettling. Three and a half 
stars for the short. 
Onward to the feature, this movie 
exists in a world where magic, of which 
only a few can master, has been sidelined 
by society in favour of creating easier 
alternatives like electric light bulbs and 
cars. Ian and Barley are two elf brothers 
who find out that their father left them 
a wizard staff with a spell that can bring 
him back for one day. Ian is the only one 
who can summon magic to bring their 
father back so he, Barley, and the conjured 
bottom half of their father must go on a 
quest to retrieve a stone that can complete 
the spell to bring their dad back in full 
before the 24-hour spell is up. 
The film is emotional and touching—
specifically when Ian realizes that his 
relationship with his brother is the 
relationship he always wanted with his 
father. The film does a great job at mixing 
real life technologies like cars and family 
restaurants with fairies and dragons to 
make up this world inspired by fantasy. 
What prevents this film from being in 
the same pantheon of other Pixar greats 
is that the characters outside of Ian and 
Barley are not as well developed as they 
should have been. Additionally, the 
conclusion of the film—while satisfying 
for the characters—leaves audiences a 
little empty. One specific gripe is the 
story arc of Ian. Throughout the film, 
Ian is told that in order to be successful 
at wielding the wizard staff, he must 
perform spells with his heart. His lack of 
heart is apparently what gets in his way. 
However, the film also shows that Ian has 
a confidence issue, and Ian learning how 
to overcome this flaw would have been a 
much more interesting and relatable story 
to tell.
Onward is an odd movie to rate. If 
this was released by any other studio, it 
would be unquestionably heralded as 
great. But, because it’s coming from a 
studio that has produced so many classic 
films, it does pale in comparison to the 
best of the company—like Monsters Inc. 
and Inside Out. For that reason, it only 
falls into the middle of the pack in all the 
Pixar offerings. That is still good enough 
to warrant four out of five stars though.
Pixar almost offers the same high 
quality the studio is known for
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Got a good scoop? Engaged in the college community? 
The Other Press is looking for a News Editor.  
Pay: $117.50 per issue 
Send your resume, writing samples, or questions over to  
editor.otherpress@gmail.com 
Write for the Udder Press! 
The Other Press is hiring for Humour Editor. 
Pay: $113.50 per issue 
Send your resume, writing samples, 
or questions about the position to 
editor.otherpress@gmail.com
The Other Press is hiring!
Get paid to draw! 
The Other Press is looking for Staff Illustrators 
Send your resume, drawing samples, or questions 
to editor.otherpress@gmail.com






As a proud humanities kid, I can tell you that the one constant of my 
post-secondary education wasn’t stressing 
over exams or forgetting the name of that 
person who’s been sitting next to you for 
weeks—no, the one recurring theme of 
every college class is everyone’s favourite 
philosopher-economist-revolutionary, Karl 
Marx. Despite what one might assume, 
Marx’s relevance isn’t just limited to the 
humanities. The trick to school is that you 
can bring Marx up in literally every single 
class, for every single subject! Awe all of 
your instructors and show them you truly 
understand course material by tying each 
new concept you learn back to Marx. Seize 
the means of producing the highest grades 
with the help of our beloved Father of 
Communism!
Philosophy 101
This one’s really easy because he’s literally 
on the syllabus for this class. Don’t be 
afraid to just keep bringing him up in 
every discussion, even though he was only 
relevant for that one reading you did three 
weeks ago. When your professor tries to 
tell you “No, you can’t write your final essay 
as a critical comparison of Marxism and 
Confucianism because you already did your 
last two essays comparing Machiavelli and 
Socrates to Marx,” just tell them they’re 
too alienated from their own labour to 
recognize your metaphysical genius. 
Invertebrate Biology
Invertebrate organisms and human 
civilizations basically go through the same 
evolutionary processes. Every time the 
professor discusses the life cycle stages of 
an insect, casually mention the parallels 
to society’s stages of development from 
hunter-gatherer to feudalism to capitalism 
and so on. Now, just wait for your GPA to 
metamorphose into its final form.
World Geography
World capital? Bugger that, we hate capital! 
Anyway, all sociopolitical divisions and 
arbitrary national borders arise from 
economic circumstances and the political 
superstructures underlining the conversion 
of raw materials into labour, so once we 
overthrow the bourgeoisie it’s all a wash 
anyway. 
Music Theory
I mean, you could go the legit route and 
argue for a critical analysis about Marx’s 
influence on early twentieth century 
expressionism, especially with the atonality 
of composers like Schoenberg as a reaction 
against classical hierarchical structures… 
or just write a catchy song about the 
impending communist revolution. 
Now, what rhymes with “dialectical 
materialism?”
Marketing
Oh boy, have I got a Communist Manifesto 
to sell to you! All for the low price of your 
individual property rights and the shackles 
of classist oppression.
Business Management
Normally doing group work sucks, but 
this time you can employ your Marxian 
expertise to pawn off all work to your group 
members, take all the credit for the work, 
then explain to them that you’re simply 
illustrating the alienating effects of the 
divide between labourer and capitalist. 
Now get back to that PowerPoint, prole.
Modern Languages: Basic Japanese
“Konnichiwa, watashi wa proletariat 
revolution.”
Marx for marks






















 ridiculous comic boo  villain once said that a st ry everybody already 
knows the ending to is a worthle s one. If 
that’s true, then what of the ti eless tale 
of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde—a st ry that’s 
endured f r over a cent ry on the page, 
stage, and screen? How to turn the old 
into something ew without losi g the 
meaning of the piece? There h  already 
been a musical version—wher  do you 
go from there? There’s any number of 
answers to these questions. Douglas alum 
Madelyn Osborne’s answ r is to st ge Hal 
Coase’s Jekyll.
Madelyn ha , by h r own admission, 
b en bs ssed with Jekyll since she first 
saw it perf rmed at the Edinburgh Fringe 
Festival in 2015. Since then, she’s been 
striving to get it produced in Canada. 
Five years later, Jekyll premieres here at 
Douglas College—and she is the director. 
Who says dreams don’t come true?Jekyll 
is not Robert Louis Stevenson’s story, 
nor does Richard Mansfield feature as 
a grotesque figure of terror. Instead, a 
beautiful and revered Hyde wins the 
hearts and minds of millions. Where 
villainy once was confined to the misty 
backstreets of London, it now has a 
digital platform and a public face. It is not 
shunned, but beloved. This inversion is 
part of what drew Madelyn to the script so 
strongly: “even though they’ve never met,” 
she said, “or had any communication, 
these characters still believe that Hyde is 
this huge part of their lives—to a point 
that it’s personal. That’s the power that 
Hyde has over people.”
Madelyn believes, perhaps rightly, 
that Hal Coase’s vision of Hyde as an 
influential media maven speaks more to 
he anxieties of the internet age han the 
imag  of a donistic Quasim do. “That’s 
the modern version of ,” she said. “The
duality of the vulnerable, true side of a 
person’s life, and the way that we curate 
our lives on social media. We’re used to 
looking at a picture and saying that’s what 
I’m supposed to be rather than figuring it 
out for ourselves.” 
Today, everyone creates their own 
Hyde. They are a legion of perfect 
pixelized faces, adrift in the digital 
sea. Immaculately cultivated slices of 
ourselves—snapshots of success without 
all that pesky real life to complicate 
getting there. Hyde knows our tastes 
nd pr clivities, keystrokes, and se rch 
terms. Hyde offers opinions, advice, 
recomme ded content, and targ ted 
advertisements. Clicks are currency. 
Exposure is the product. Your mind is the 
market. Like, share, and su scribe. 
How can we live truthfully i  an age 
where lies of o ission are the norm? How 
can we know what we need when the 
world’s most massive corporate entities 
make it their business to tell every single 
one of us what we should want? How 
can the human spirit survive in this 
synthetic half-light, slowly drowning 
itself in dopamine as it instantly gratifies 
each impulse with a mere flick of the 
trackpad? There are many answers to 
these questions. Madelyn’s is to stage Hal 
Coase’s Jekyll. 
Date: March 13 to 20 
Location: Studio Theatre at New West 
Campus
Time: Varies depending on date, range 
from 12 to 7:30 pm 
Price: $20 general admission, $10 for 
students
Dr ma at Douglas
al Coase’s ‘Jekyll’ spe ks to th  
anxieties of the internet age
• Local Lemonade Gluten Free Bakery 
review
• Petitioning at its finest




Of the many programs offered at Douglas College, one of the biggest is 
the nursing program. It is a robust field of 
study that Douglas has to offer—so what 
is it like to attend the program? What is 
the day-to-day life of a nurse in training? 
To answer these questions and more is 
Douglas College student, Ruth Desterke. 
Desterke has been going to Douglas 
for three years and is currently about 
to finish her second year of schooling 
(counting the elective year). Her goal is 
to get a Bachelor of Science Degree and 
enter the Psychiatric Nursing Field. In this 
interview, she answers why she decided 
to enter the nursing program and other 
interesting questions.
Other Press: Why did you choose to go 
into the nursing program?
Ruth Desterke: “I chose to go into the 
Psychiatric Nursing Program at Douglas 
College for several reasons. Firstly, 
psychology has always fascinated me. The 
human mind is so intricate and no “cookie-
cutter” solution will work for every person. 
No day or client will ever be the same. As 
such it requires the nurse to be mindful 
of each client, draw out their strengths 
and help them to succeed in the best way 
possible for them. 
Secondly, mental health is something 
that affects all of us to some degree. I am 
blessed to have an opportunity to be a 
part of someone’s journey. I aim to leave 
a positive and supportive impact on their 
lives. Lastly, I genuinely just want to help 
people. This future career will allow me 
to work closely with other health care 
treatment teams to develop individualized 
treatment plans to help clients understand 
their illness and to live productive and full 
lives.”
OP: What has been the most 
challenging part of your program?
RD: “Learning a work and life balance. 
My own mental health and self-care have 
become a priority in this program. Without 
being balanced inside I would not be able 
to handle the heavy course load and all that 
is going on in life as well.”
OP: With this degree/certification, 
where do you hope your career in 
nursing takes you?
RD: “As I am still in the middle of the 
program, I haven’t thoroughly thought 
about this option. In our program, we 
have our clinical experiences that will give 
me a good idea as to what working as a 
psychiatric nurse looks like in a variety of 
ways. There is hospital work, forensic work, 
community work, Car 87, and so many 
more opportunities upon completion of 
this degree. My current short-term life goal 
is to graduate alive.”
OP: What has been the most rewarding 
part of going after a nursing degree?
RD: “What I have enjoyed the most 
during this program has been the clinical 
placements. Here we can learn to put our 
knowledge into action, learning to grow 
and develop into our own practice. I have 
loved making connections with clients. It is 
so rewarding to see smiles on their faces, to 
be able to listen and help where I can.”
OP: How have you balanced schoolwork 
and social life? What do you do for fun 
to get away from work and recharge?
RD: “It was very hard in the first semester 
with seven courses. Learning how to work 
on assignments based on priority was so 
important. Also taking time for social 
life and my own health and wellness was 
much needed.
Depending on the day and my energy, 
my recharge can look like a face mask 
at home with ice cream and Netflix, or 
heading to a class at the gym. I love hiking 
and being in nature, so this is my first go 
to, even if it is just a walk outside to get the 
blood flowing. Rain or shine, I will likely be 
outside for some part of my day!” 
OP: Would you recommend the 
Douglas College nursing program to 
prospective students?
RD: “Yes, absolutely. The amount of 
personal growth that I have experienced in 
just the first year is incredible. The program 
really teaches you a lot about yourself and I 
have found it changes the way that I think 
about situations and others as well. I am 
learning how to be a psychiatric nurse and 
I am also experiencing a lot of self-growth 
during this program.” 
Student Profile: Ruth Desterke

























My current short-term life 
goal is to graduate alive.” 
Do we need it?
International Women’s Day is controversial to some. Arguments against 
it claim that there is no need for it anymore, considering the tremendous 
strides women have made in society and the fact that there are some 
areas in which women have the upper hand over men. 
For instance, women are more likely to graduate high school and 
go into post-secondary education and hold a degree. They are also more 
likely to get child custody, and more likely to receive shorter sentences 
for the same crimes as men. Some also cite the fact that men do the most 
laborious and dirtiest jobs and are socially expected to pay for all their 
dates and be the breadwinners as proof for some of the privilege’s women 
have currently. 
Also cited are the economic, political, and social leaps and bounds 
women have made in the past 100 years since the day’s origination. It 
seems the “seat at the table” women have been asking for has turned into 
a seat in the senate, board, and other leadership roles—so to speak. 
Over the past 50 years, society has seen a huge shift in the job’s 
women hold. Women have begun to enter careers that were commonly 
held by men—such as doctors, lawyers, managers, scientists, and 
engineers. According to the Washington Post, the number of women who 
worked in male-dominated fields in 1960 was about eight percent. In 
2010 that number rose to 29 percent. To some, this nearly 11 percent 
increase is a meager change, but it’s important to recognize the progress 
that has been made. 
As the years have gone by, women have arguably become more 
positively represented in film and media with the amount of female-
led and directed films being produced today. Women are also becoming 
more involved with business (holding nearly 17 percent of board seats 
compared to almost 10 percent in 1995), STEM, athletics, economics, and 
politics, with many countries leaders being women to boot. 
Many also might consider the amount of celebration on International 
Women’s Day to be overkill, as compared to International Men’s Day 
where celebrations are far and few between.  
Of course, there still are some aspects where women are unequally 
represented, but to some people it seems nearly everything activists are 
asking for in celebrating this day is coming to fruition. So, what do you 
think? Do we really need an International Women’s Day?
What does it mean to you?
One Douglas College professor, Jaime Yard, tells the Other Press what 
International Women’s Day means to her and why she thinks it’s an 
important date for celebration. 
“I think it’s important to draw attention to the incredible amount 
of work that still needs to be done to advance social equality,” she said. 
“The fight to maintain and expand reproductive rights and justice is 
ongoing. If International Women’s Day can be an opportunity to raise 
awareness about critical issues and to mobilize people, then I think it’s 
great. I do think it can be dangerous to bundle half of the population of 
the globe solely on the basis of sex despite incredibly diverse histories 
and cultures, but, historically many of the struggles highlighted by 
International Women’s Day have been over rights that have been, and 
are, withheld on the basis of sex: to education, the vote, and reproductive 
choice, for examples.” 
She also touched on how this day compares to International Men’s 
Day. 
“I heard somewhere that International Men’s Day is sometime 
in November. But the only time anyone Googles it is on International 
Women’s Day. I think that’s kind of hilarious,” she said. 
Whether or not you choose to celebrate this day, there are hardships 
women face which highlight why many believe such a day needs to exist.
 › What are the perspectives on International Women’s Day?
By Jessica Berget, Editor-in-Chief
People around the world are celebrating International Women’s day on March 8—a day that celebrates the achievements made by women and brings to light the inequalities 
women currently face. The day was first observed in 1911 in Germany, Denmark, Austria, and 
Switzerland and was celebrated around the world until the United Nations recognized it in 
1975. As many proudly celebrate this day, others question its purpose.
 Closing the           gap Domestic ViolenceDomestic abuse is one of the major reasons people cite as a reason for celebrating this day. Women in Canada and in the world live in greater risk of violence, assault, and harassment. According to the Canadian 
Women’s Foundation, every six days a woman is killed by partner. Half 
of women in Canada have faced violent or sexual violence since they 
were 16 years old. Young women are also more likely to face online 
bullying and harassment. Both men and women face domestic violence, 
but women face it on a larger scale—20 percent higher in 2014. About 
80 percent of dating violence victims are women. Women also represent 
83 percent of all spousal violence victims and are four times more likely 
than men to be victims of spousal violence. They are also three times 
more likely to be beaten, choked, sexually assaulted, or threatened with 
a weapon by their partner, or ex-partner. Finally, although men, women 
and children have been known to become victims of human trafficking, 
women represent the vast majority of victims of this crime.  
Rape
Women are victims of this crime more often than men—about 10 times 
more likely (37 out of 1,000 compared to 5 per 1,000, respectively), with 
young women aged between 18 to 24 at the highest rate of sexual assault. 
In over half of these cases (52 percent), the offender was a neighbour, 
friend, or an acquaintance. Furthermore, since the topic of rape is still 
taboo, many don’t report their assaults in fear of being shamed, blamed 
for their assault or not believed. Girls are also four times more likely to be 
abused by a family member than boys. 
Mental Health 
Women are also disproportionately represented in mental health cases. 
For starters, 12 percent of girls in Canada claim to have experienced a 
major depression period. Canadian girls are more 15 times more likely to 
be hospitalized for an eating disorder, as compared to males. Many claim 
the sexualization of young girls is a major cause for the deterioration 
of their mental health. Popular media often depicts women in a sexual 
light, and some social scientists claim that exposure to these overtly 
sexual themes and images can cause low self esteem, eating disorders, 
body dissatisfaction, and depression. Consequently, hospitalization of 
Canadian girls for self-harm injuries has doubled from 2009 to 2014. 
The biggest group from this was girls aged 14 to 17. Finally, suicide is 
the third leading cause of death in girls aged 10 to 14 and is the second 
leading cause of death in girls aged 15 to 19. 
Poverty
According to the Canadian Women’s Foundation, women are more likely 
to live on a low income for a number of different reasons. For instance, 
women spend more time doing unpaid work like household chores, and 
they are more likely to sacrifice career advancement in favour of a work-
life balance. To continue their domestic responsibilities, they may take 
on seasonal or temporary jobs—which are often low paying and have 
few chances to move up. They make up the majority of those working 
minimum wage jobs. On another note, 16 percent of Canadians live in 
single parent homes, with 8 out of 10 being led by women, which can 
continue the cycle of poverty. 
Despite some of the reasons against it, there are still many people who highly regard International Women’s Day as a necessity in our society. Yet, we 
can all agree that there are disparities in all genders and walks of life, and a day of devoted celebration might be the thing society needs to recognize 
and close these gaps.
It seems the “seat at the table” women have been 
asking for has turned into a seat in the senate, 
board, and other leadership roles—so to speak.
To some people it seems nearly 
everything activists are 
asking for in celebrating this 
day is coming to fruition.
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Have you ever wondered what a slice of heaven tastes like? Well, wonder 
no longer because that slice can be found 
at 3385 Cambie Street in downtown 
Vancouver. 
A clean, modern brick and glass 
fixture sits in the Mount Pleasant area. 
This is Lemonade Gluten Free Bakery—a 
community favourite that definitely offers 
the equivalent of a slice of heaven on earth. 
Especially for those of us who are gluten-
free or curious about it.
Lemonade is proud to be a 100 percent 
gluten-free and locally-owned bake 
shop—using all-natural baking products 
and ingredients without preservatives 
or additives. They make their own flour 
blends using organic quinoa and millet 
flour, sorghum flour, and organic corn 
flour. A running motto around shop is that 
customers just might forget that they’re 
eating gluten-free!
As an added bonus—because you 
need another excuse to visit a bakery 
serving up slices of heaven—Lemonade 
Bakery caters to those who are vegan, 
and those with sensitivities to common 
allergens such as eggs, dairy, and soy. They 
even have sugar-free options!
During my last trip down to 
Lemonade—which totally wasn’t planned 
but when in the area, you gotta drop 
by—I found a new favourite. You might 
be thinking, oh, it’s the gluten-free pecan 
and cranberry tart with its delightfully 
flavourful flaky crust and tangy winter fruit 
that cuts through the classic sweetness of 
pecan butter (with no butter!!). There’s no 
way it couldn’t be my new favourite!? Alas, 
the pecan cranberry tart is not the winner. 
Nor is it the shop’s namesake lemon 
meringue—with its fresh zippy lemon 
and ooey-gooey meringue peaks—or the 
campfire cupcake which is all chocolatey 
and toasted.
My new favourite gluten-free dessert 
at Lemonade Gluten Free Bakery is the 
passionfruit meringue tart. It is simply 
scrumptious. A fabulous, sharp, citrusy 
passionfruit centre offers a creamy 
mouthfeel. It is mixed with a denser version 
of the deliciously flaky butter-flavoured 
crust. This tart is everything you could ask 
for in a dessert. Especially a gluten-free 
dessert! So yes, ladies and gentlemen, this 
passionfruit meringue tart is exactly what a 
slice of heaven tastes like. 
With a clean and simple, albeit small 
interior, this sweet little hot spot serves up 
dangerously delicious desserts and snacks 
with a welcoming smile during each visit. 
For a full menu, as well as ordering 
options and how best to dine on the 
delicious offerings of this sweet little 
shop, check out their website www.
lemonadebakery.ca
Mount Pleasant serving up slices of heaven
 › Local Lemonade Gluten Free Bakery review
EG Manilag
Staff Writer
What a time to be alive, folks! Thanks to the internet, specifically Change.
org, everyone can now bring about major 
changes. This online petition platform 
works by gathering signatures from people 
worldwide. 
Today, millions of signatures are 
making significant changes—especially to 
some corrosive and discriminatory policies 
(which we all know are tough to beat). 
But as Helen Keller allegedly said, “Alone 
we can do so little; together we can do so 
much.” Here are the top four petitions:
1. Canada bans cruel shark-fin trade
A great victory for sharks! Because of 
Oceana Canada starting this petition, 
shark-fin trading is now banned. This 
trading does nothing good, especially for 
the sharks and other marine life. According 
to the petition, 71 percent of the fins that 
were collected were from “at-risk” species. 
Moreover, the saddest part about this 
was that after the fins are cut off from the 
shark, they are directly tossed back into the 
ocean—having no chance of survival. 
This cruelty was globally exposed by 
famous Canadian filmmaker Rob Stewart 
in his 2006 movie Sharkwater. Because of 
the petition and the worldwide exposure 
from the film, Canada has officially banned 
shark-fin trading. The petition successfully 
garnered 313,033 supporters.
2. Google dumps Pray Away the Gay app
After 143,825 people signed an online 
petition, Google eliminated their 
controversial app. The petition was started 
by an organization called Truth Wins Out 
(TWO). This organization seeks to expose 
“ex-gay” conversion products as well as 
leaders. This organization currently has 
288,362 supporters on Change.org. 
The mean-spirited app is known to 
prey on LGBTQ+ youths, forcing them to 
believe that homosexuality is an addiction. 
Although the app was immediately 
removed from Apple, Microsoft, and 
Amazon online stores, Google’s version 
of the app stayed up for a while. This bad 
move backfired, and later Google deleted 
the app completely.
3. Two magazine publishing companies 
photoshopping their models
Julia Bluhm, a blogger for the SPARK 
movement who aims to fight sexism in 
the media, successfully garnered 85,583 
supporters for her petition to stop 
Seventeen magazine from publishing air-
brushed models. Eight years ago, Bluhm 
aimed her petition at Jordan Barnes, the 
photo director at Seventeen. Julia stated in 
her petition that most of the pretty women 
in their magazines are fake.
She goes on to state that “They’re 
often photoshopped, air-brushed, edited to 
look thinner, and to appear like they have 
perfect skin. A girl you see in a magazine 
probably looks a lot different in real life.”  
Because of the large number of 
supporters, the magazine listened and 
committed to “not alter the body size or 
face shape of the girls and models in the 
magazine, and to feature a diverse range 
of beauty in its pages.” Soon after, Cleo 
magazine also faced petitions from Change.
org—ultimately 
leading them to ban 
the digital altercation 
of the faces and 









a critical drug 
that serves as an 
effective treatment 
for child patients 
who are diagnosed 




produced by Teva 
Pharmaceuticals—
an American based 
company. They 
discontinued their 
production due to 
only accounting for three percent in the 
market.
The company’s elimination of 
vincristine has led to a national shortage, 
leaving children diagnosed with cancer 
a small fighting chance. Liliana Haas, a 
childhood leukemia survivor and paediatric 
oncology nurse, completely disagreed 
with the company’s decision and started a 
petition through Change.org. 
In her petition she powerfully states: 
“as a childhood leukemia survivor, this 
drug helped save my life. As a paediatric 
oncology nurse, I see it help save the lives 
of my patients every day. These kids rely on 
this drug to survive.”
It did not take long for her petition 
to garner a whopping 215,307 signatures. 
This got an immediate response from the 
company. Teva Pharmaceuticals promised 
to restart the reproduction of vincristine 
“as early in 2020 as possible.”
Four changes made possible by Change.org
 › Petitioning at its finest
Tania Arora
Staff Writer
Have you ever been to a psychic? I have been a few times. And what honestly 
attracted me most—more than seeking 
answers to questions—was the aura and 
vibe of the room. I might sound like a high-
school kid here, but it is just so cool.
Tarot card reading can be seen as both 
an art and a science. The way different 
decks are designed with various images 
and their significance is an art to be adored. 
Each card has a meaning behind it that 
can be related to life and also used to find 
instant answers to our personal questions. 
Our queries are the situations and the 
cards are multiple theories waiting to be 
proposed in solving problems. 
You may find many psychics around 
you because the art does not require 
any degree. YouTube is filled with tarot 
card videos. The intuitive part is more 
important than the knowledge of the cards. 
Learning tarot is just like learning to do 
anything else. To some it comes naturally, 
and others apply science and learning to 
understand. If you are interested in reading 
but cannot afford to pay for a psychic or 
just haven’t started yet, the following are 
tips for you.  
1)Feel free to make mistakes
While you start to learn and apply tarot, 
never be scared to make mistakes. For some 
reason, the art of tarot reading is expected 
to be flawless by society. Every time we 
get a reading done or do one ourselves, we 
expect it to be 100 percent true.
There is just so much pressure to be 
right, yet reading tarot—like any other 
art—may or may not be right. If a doctor can 
misdiagnose someone, a teacher can teach 
the wrong information, or a newspaper can 
publish wrongful information, so too can 
readings turn out to be untrue. After all, we 
are all only human.
2) Less is more
Just as in an essay where a good point can 
be made with a few words, a good tarot 
reading can be done with few cards. You 
might not necessarily need a bunch of 
different decks to predict the situation. 
3) Read for yourself
A lot of people would advise against this, 
but reading for yourself makes sense to me 
since you know more about your personal 
situation and emotions. You clearly 
understand yourself so you can clearly 
understand the meaning of the cards.
 There is nothing rigid about 
“accuracy” in tarot, whatever you interpret 
is how you are actually feeling about it. 
What the cards mean 
according to books is 
not as meaningful as the 
emotions that naturally 
surface. To read tarot, 
one must have their own 
unique perspective that 
they can identify cards 
with.
4) Make example 
sentences
You can treat every tarot 
card with a word. Every 
card has a different 
meaning in various 
situations: the definition 
for an isolated card will 
differ entirely when it 
comes up in a pile. You 
may use the same words 
but identify the different 
meanings each time.
5) Trust yourself
Needless to say, but I’ll do 
it anyways—if you cannot 
trust yourself, no one else 
can either. If you doubt your own readings, 
they will never turn out to be relatable. 
When you read, just keep all your 
doubts and inhibitions on the side, focus on 
the card you pull out. Carefully observe and 
speak what you feel when you see the card. 
Reading tarot cannot be learned in 
a day or two. It takes time, practice, 
and complete devotion. Each card has 
a different message to it. Keep your 
thoughts open and words mindful.  
Tips for beginners to mysticality
 › How to read tarot cards for yourself and others Morgan Hannah
Life & Style Editor
We are well on our way into March now. The rain sure hasn’t stopped yet, but flowers 
have begun to spring from the thawed ground—
and soon the season of spring shall follow! 
Are you ready to get out there and stretch those 
spring chicken legs? If not, don’t worry, the Other 
Press has got you covered with another amazing 
issue chalk-full of fun, sun, art, and entertainment. 
Speed Date in Vancouver: Who Do You Relish?
• Date: March 10
• Location: Grain Tasting Bar, 655 Burrard Street, 
Vancouver
• Time: 8 to 10 pm
• Price: $45 per ticket
TICKETS FOR WOMEN SOLD OUT. Online 
dating got you down? Drained from meeting 
someone just to find out that they're nothing like 
their profile? It’s time to break up with this old-
fashioned method of meeting someone new. This 
offering is an alternative to the digital booty call! 
Comfortably put together in stylish venues with 
sensibility, they offer a sophisticated approach to 
singles events with no surprises, no cat fishing, 
and no frills. Ages 24 to 38. 
Growing Room Literary & Arts Festival
• Date: March 11 to 15
• Location: Various locations, Vancouver
• Time: 5 to 8 pm
• Price: Varies—but many events are free!
More than 50 boundary-defying talent events 
and more than 85 nationally acclaimed writers, 
poets, actors, comedians, singers, musicians, and 
artists from across the nation will be featured 
at Growing Room Literary & Arts Festival to 
share multicultural storytelling. Come check out 
something you haven’t seen before! 
Begbie’s Comedy Night
• Date: March 12 and every Thursday night
• Location: Judge Begbie's Tavern, 609 Columbia 
St, New Westminster
• Time: 8 to 9:30 pm 
Price: student ticket is $5, regular ticket is $10
New comics are always emerging in New 
Westminster, spreading their wings and strutting 
their styles. This tavern offers comedy every 
Thursday night, and every month has one comedy 
night devoted to an all-female & non-binary line-
up. They also host special holiday events, improv-
stand up, mashups, and more!
Bob Saget
• Date: March 13
• Location: River Rock Casino Resort, 8811 River 
Road, Richmond
• Time: 8 pm
• Price: $91.25 per ticket
This one is for the old souls. Bob Saget is in 
town! Saget is famous for his family-friendly 
performances on Full House and America's 
Funniest Home Videos—but his unorthodox 
stand-up comedy is the real treasure. If you like 
something a little out of the ordinary, and if you 
want to laugh so hard that your drink shoots 
through your nose, join Bob Saget at the River 
Rock Show Theatre!
21st Century Flea Market
• Date: March 15
• Location: Croatian Cultural Centre, 3250 
Commercial Dr, Vancouver
• Time: 10 am to 3 pm
• Price: $5 at the door
Flea markets are like stepping into a new world. 
They’re crazy cool and full of fabulous finds. 
Sunday only, come and snag something Boho chic, 
something 50s kitsch, maybe some trinkets and 
antiques or retro furnishings. You’ll even set your 
sights on jewelry of all kinds! 
China and glass, linen and lace; this flea 
market has got it all! And for the uber-man in 
your life: sporting goods, lamps and shades, and 
silverware! It doesn’t stop there but I’m going 
to—you’ll have to go to see what else they have! 
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Whether we like it or not, humans are social creatures. We want to fit in. 
We want to know that the group thinks as 
we do, and that in turn, our group is well 
established in relation to wider human 
culture. We want to keep outsiders out, but 
more importantly, we are willing to punish 
the “other” for being the other. 
At our worst, we work to exclude 
that other from all positions of power. 
For the maintenance of social cohesion, 
continued respect of nation states, and 
the propagation of intellectual dynasties, 
ideologies engage in a constant bloodless 
war. Hence, the drill sergeants in this 
war condition us not to see the other as a 
human of differing opinion, but instead, 
as an enemy of nefarious intention and 
never-ending lies. At times we rejoice in 
the description of the enemy as evil; from 
the “transphobic fascist” to the “lazy leftist 
out for a free lunch,” we have a garrison 
of discredits and attacks for the other in 
this war. It's clear then that we are in fact 
trained to be lazy.
Inside every argument there resides 
two men: a straw man and a steel man. 
For those who don’t know, a straw-man 
argument is the act of reducing your 
opponent's argument to its weakest core 
position. The steel-man argument is to face 
your opponent's greatest points. 
To say that every leftist is too lazy 
to work and wants welfare to take care 
of them is clearly the straw man. On the 
other side, there lies an equally weak straw 
man: saying that every conservative wants 
borders to stop the rampaging colored 
caravan from entering their white nation. 
And here we arrive at the scourge of 
intellectual laziness; like a monster in the 
shadows, it’s easier to win arguments if we 
don’t engage things on fair grounds.  
It’s been done by hardliners of 
every ideology. Blinding people from the 
truth and potential providence of their 
opponent's minds is a useful tactic. It is 
better to keep your followers tussling with 
straw men than to lose them wrestling 
with the steel man behind. Institutions 
which previously claimed to stand aside in 
the indoctrination wars now throw their 
weights behind champions and bend what 
was once free thought into recognizable 
tribal shapes. 
It is no coincidence then that the 
unschooled frequently flock to the church 
for their biblically-pushed conservatism, 
and that the educated rush to college 
classrooms for scholastic educations on 
proper liberal etiquette. Yet in neither 
place is there a steel man to be found. 
Many a churchgoer will never be exposed 
to the real and truthful theory behind the 
welfare system or the equality dreams of 
progressivism. Far too many social justice 
activists will hurt themselves, their cause, 
and those they aim to protect in their 
headlong sprint to reshape everything; 
here, the prudence and risk weighing of 
conservatism is thoroughly missed. 
The problem with intellectual laziness 
is the slovenly results it produces day in and 
day out. Lobbing “libtard” and volleying 
“cuckservative” degrades and drags down all. 
It forces many to give up one set of freedoms 
in favour of a battle cry to bring against their 
foes, regardless of whether or not they see 
the value in the other’s dreams. You can’t 
deviate from the dress code thought lines of 
your army. It only makes sense in this battle 
to cajole the masses into frenzied hatred for 
a little red hat. 
The comparison of any and every 
right-wing entity to “literal Hitler” has 
driven the meaning and atrocity out of the 
word Nazi. It’s been so trodden to death 
that people no longer blink and wonder 
incredulously when someone has been 
called Hitler online. By way of laziness, 
we have devalued an entire war and the 
deaths of millions. In doing so, we have 
given the real racists better cover than they 
could have dreamed for: when everyone's 
being called a racist, the real ones can 
hide in plain sight. On the other hand, the 
once potent grenade of calling someone a 
“commie” has been cheapened to less than 
the worth of a soviet coin. Conservatives 
managed to call Barack Obama a black 
supremacist AND a communist in the same 
breath, why should we believe them about 
Bernie Sanders? 
This leads us to the final evil of 
intellectual laziness—that one would 
not know their enemies or the methods 
of their movements. It has been said ad 
infinitum that knowledge is power. This 
is why warfare is tied to espionage; you 
must know what it is you aim to conquer. 
Yet, fewer and fewer people can accurately 
describe the ideas they oppose.
They can at best wave a straw man—
and at worst, they point to a man long dead 
as their resurrected opponent. It seems that 
this is a war that is meant to be lost. The 
fighting will be long and brutal, ground 
will be lost and gained—but at the end no 
one will know for what it was they fought 
for. I am convinced that we are sucked 
into this battle because we want to be part 
of something bigger than our short lives; 
maybe it is part of the human predicament 
to strive for something significant to 
vanquish until one dies peacefully (or is 
themselves crushed). Whether or not this 
is true doesn’t matter. 
We have normalized mental knuckle-
dragging and reduced the art of debate 
to slack-jawed yelping. Finally, we have 
removed ourselves from the spreading of 
knowledge that collectively brought us past 
our worst days. Maybe it's necessary to slide 
into some worse times in order to get better.   
Who can beat the straw man?
 › The slow death of meaningful debate in the culture war
Athena Little
Illustrator
Religion may not be for everyone, but even people who aren’t religious can 
recognize the benefits it offers. Whether 
by helping society in general or dealing 
with personal turmoil, religion helps guide 
through difficult points along the personal 
paths of many. 
One of the biggest benefits of religion 
are the moral codes and principles. Finding 
their faith in ancient texts and beliefs, 
those who are religious immediately 
enshrine the values to not kill, steal, or 
be disrespectful. With various religions 
making up such a massive worldwide 
audience, a higher sense of security and 
safety comes from a collective adherence to 
these rules.
Religious people are often 
stigmatized as being judgmental, 
unaccepting, or just plain ignorant; some 
churches, like Westboro Baptist Church, 
are excessive—however, many others 
are willing to accept outsiders into their 
community. A person may be LGBTQ+ 
or an atheist, regardless, they could still 
enjoy the comforts of being included for 
who they are in many religious groups.
Some adults say that religion is what 
saved them and brought them back from 
a dark path. Rather than committing 
crimes and forcing the rest of society to 
suffer and maintain the prison system, it 
is more beneficial to prevent crimes early 
and collectively instate positive action. 
Religious communities are a great example 
of small-scale positive action which can help 
suffering individuals. The whole idea of “it’s 
only one person” may make it seem small, 
but the combined numbers of those saved 
from a criminal lifestyle tells us otherwise.
Religion also generally has strict rules 
against drugs and alcohol. The negative 
view religion has of such stimulants and 
depressants encourages people to cast such 
substances aside and live healthily without 
the fear of addiction looming over them.
After losing a loved one, people feel a 
deep sense of grief. If a person is religious, 
they may be comforted by the idea of a life 
after death. With this comfort, they feel 
that their loved one may still be watching 
over them from a better place. In many 
cases where there is no such belief, there is 
little relief to be had. Lacking the support 
from that belief, people may have a harder 
time managing grief. 
Talking to a member of a local 
religious group can 
lead to further help 
and guidance in topics 
that may be difficult 
for some people. 
They often have 
experience in helping 
others with issues like 
depression, anxiety, 
or inner turmoil. The 
religious community 
is one which excels at 
encouraging growth in 
others.
To benefit from 
religion, one does not 
have to be religious in 
the same way as others. 
Not everyone is on 
board with the ideas like 
“praying the gay away” 
or believing that prayer 
is the biggest factor in 
stopping a virus. Religion is 
a comfort, an answer, and 
an experience that strives 
for the health, safety and 
happiness of everyone no 
matter who they are.
Morgan Hannah
Life & Style Editor
Let me start by saying that many 
churches do engage in great work, and 
donations to legitimate congregations are 
helpful—but today we aren’t talking about 
religion that feeds the poor and hands out 
kindness. Instead, we’re talking about the 
ones that prey on the devout. Not always 
for their money—sometimes, it’s about 
controlling action, or inaction. 
There is no issue with being devout, 
but everyone should find the fine line 
between having faith that your God 
will help you out in times of need, and 
knowing when you’ve gotta lead the way 
in solving pressing issues. That line isn’t 
always clear, which is why it’s important 
to listen to your gut and act when in 
dangerous situations. Act first, pray later. 
Speaking of dangerous situations, 
Mike Pence—a hardline religious 
conservative and well-known political 
figure—has been put in charge of the 
coronavirus task force in the US. 
News across every platform has been 
blowing up with Coronavirus this and 
Coronavirus that for awhile now. Hand 
sanitizer, face masks (which don’t actually 
prevent you from contracting the virus, 
by the way), and toilet paper have been 
flying off of shelves worldwide. Fear-
mongering is in the air! And guess what 
Pence is doing about it? Nothing! Well, 
not nothing. He’s praying.
In some cases, praying could offer 
great support and help—but with this 
emergency, not so much. This is one of 
those times where immediate action is 
required to prevent further spread of a new 
virus that we don’t know much about yet. 
Bowing our heads and praying away the 
virus isn’t going to help anyone. It is a very 
unproductive response to the situation.
 If anyone requires proof as to why 
praying for the virus to go away isn’t going 
to work, they need not go any further than 
2015, when Pence was Governor and was 
charged with overseeing Indiana’s HIV 
crisis. According to the Rolling Stone, “the 
closing of a Planned Parenthood facility 
and cutting funding for needle exchanges 
were seen as major causes of the states 
history's worst HIV epidemic.” 
During a press briefing, Pence was 
challenged to see if he would be part 
of passing legislation for a temporary 
needle-exchange program. He replied “I'm 
going to go home and pray on it.” Is this 
really the guy that should be handling a 
serious situation like the Coronavirus? He 
obviously fucked up his last gig and that’s 
something that cannot be ignored, despite 
the high praise US President Trump 
lavished Pence with. 
Coronavirus is currently accountable 
for more than 4,000 deaths and has affected 
over 100,000 people worldwide according 
to Worldometer. Over 60,000 people have 
recovered from the virus—however, not one 
of them was saved by prayer.
It is nonsensical to rely on 
something as personal and passive as 
prayer for hard results. Prayer is a great 
way to connect with your God, find inner 
peace, and enrich your faith… but it won’t 
cure the world of a virus. Someone with 
an actual attack plan should be in charge 


















Pray your way through 
everything to solve little
 › Pence for Coronavirus President
Religious communities are a great 
example of small-scale positive action 
which can help suffering individuals.
Religion: it looks out 
for everyone
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Overwhelmed by news about coronavirus outbreaks and the 
frantic stocking up on supplies? Worried 
that you’re going to run out of toilet 
paper at any minute now? Fortunately 
for our dear panicked readers, the Other 
Press sat down with Erma Gideon, 
Vice President of the Homeowners 
Organization of Accumulating Reserves 
for Disasters (HOARD), to talk about the 
best strategies for surviving a quarantine 
and/or apocalypse.
OP: How severe do you think the 
coronavirus situation will get? 
HOARD: “On a scale of ‘it’s too sunny to 
step outside’ to ‘full-blown nuclear winter,’ I 
rate this situation two points above a “man, 
I am too hungover to put on pants.” 
OP: Has your organization anticipated a 
disaster of this magnitude happening?
HOARD: “If I say yes, does that give me the 
right to crack ‘hindsight 2020’ jokes?”
OP: What’s the best thing to stock up on?
HOARD: “Don’t bother with those plebeian 
goods like toilet paper or non-perishable 
foods—those are for sheeple. No, the real 
pro tip is to go for greeting cards.” 
OP: … Why greeting cards?
HOARD: “Because there’s one for 
absolutely every occasion and every 
relationship with another human being 
imaginable! Nothing says ‘I’m prepared 
for any and every possible world-ending 
scenario’ like a card that expresses this 
precise state of mind to your best friend’s 
manager’s second ex-wife’s chiropractor, 
with just the right amount of emotional 
distance. Besides, have you seen how 
stupidly expensive those things are? 
Eight bucks for a flimsy, glitter-covered 
piece of paper?? Better build up your 
stash before inflation puts them on par 
with, like, pine nuts.”
OP: Where’s the best place to go buy 
supplies? 
HOARD: “Our number one 
recommendation is Costco, of course, like 
all the other sheeple. Sure, you may lose 
a few precious hours circling the parking 
lot, then fist-fighting fellow shoppers for a 
cart, only to finally get inside and discover 
that the entire warehouse is sold out of 
everything aside from XXL shirts and James 
Patterson novels. You’ll almost certainly 
catch some kind of disease while you’re 
there amidst the crowd. However, you’ll 
more than make up for time lost in calories 
gained through the free samples.”
OP: And how many days of supplies do 
you recommend we should have on hand?
HOARD: “Well, medical professionals 
recommend that individuals who may 
be infected quarantine themselves 
for 14 days, so we multiply that by 
the world population of roughly 7.7 
billion, and we get… 107,800,000,000 
days, or about 295,000,000 years’ 
worth of supplies. You know, in case 
everyone needs to be quarantined.”
OP: Wait, I don’t think that’s how 
time works—
HOARD: “Hey, who’s the qualified 
expert here? Besides, HOARD has 
been practicing these methods for 
decades. Our members have survived 
through innumerable potential 
apocalypses, including Y2K and 2012. 
I mean, I haven’t seen or heard from 
most of them since they barricaded 
themselves underground at the turn 
of the century, but I’m sure they’re 
doing all right.”
OP: Well, that’s all the questions we have 
today. Thank you for your thoughtful 
answers.
HOARD: “Hey, thanks for taking the time 
to speak to me. Here’s a greeting card to 
express my gratitude!”
How to properly and rationally 
prepare for the end of the word
























The Other Press (OP) has been around for almost 45 years, yet it has 
never had a mascot. If Douglas College 
can introduce a crest, then the OP can 
introduce a mascot. 
Climbus the Flight of Stairs
Climbus is three steps with anamorphic 
legs and arms—plus a big smile. He 
represents the arduous climb that all 
Douglas students need to make to get 
to class at either campus. Always out of 
breath, this mascot could always use a 
good place to sit down. Unfortunately, 
when you are the stairs, there aren’t too 
many places.
Tom the Unlucky Donut
Somewhat fresh from the cafeteria comes 
Tom the Unlucky Donut. Tom represents 
all the food from the cafeteria. He looks 
just like a Tim Horton’s donut, but tastes 
like a subpar knock off. He also has some 
other friends like Osloo the Triple O 
burger, and Pizzi the Pizza Pizza slice. 
They all join together under the banner of 
“good enough!”
Dormer the Window Ghost
This is not really a mascot, but a cruel joke. 
For you see this mascot only lives in legend. 
It is rumoured that somewhere on the 
Douglas College New Westminster campus 
lies a secret classroom one can’t enter—yet 
the windows look to the outside! Many 
know that there are windows at the New 
West campus. They can see them from 
the outside. Yet no one has ever been in a 
classroom with windows. 
Dormer will haunt you. You’ll enter 
a classroom with a window and think 
you are seeing the outside, only to realize 
that it is looking out onto the atrium. The 
promise of natural light is dashed by the 
Dormer mirage. 
The Devil
No spin here—just the Devil. With the 
OP’s office being located so deep in the 
bowels of the school, who wouldn’t be 
surprised to find out that Beelzebub 
himself is the mascot? If we make a bad 
pitch, he’ll get us with his pitchfork. He is 
not a fun mascot.  
Question-y the Question Mark  
Everybody already seems to know his 
famous catch-phrase—“wait, who?”  
The ‘Other Press’ Mascots
 › Here are some proposed mascots for our local college’s paper
Luana Ross
Contributor
Recently Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez was criticized for wearing a $580 dress. In 
response, AOC said “Yep! I rent, borrow, and 
thrift my clothes.” "(It’s also environmentally 
sustainable!) The Post is just mad that you 
can look good fighting for working families. 
Sequins are a great accessory to universal 
healthcare, don’t you agree?”
AOC has been criticized for being rich 
and pretending to be poor before. She wore 
a green suit, valued at $3000 dollars, for 
a photoshoot with construction workers. 
That time around, she similarly stated that 
the clothes were lent to her—this time for 
the express purpose of taking photos. 
In both events, she—a self-proclaimed 
“democratic socialist”—failed to address 
the heart of the issue. Even if she or her 
team is renting, borrowing, or thrifting 
these extravagant clothes, she is still well 
above the means of how she is representing 
herself in the media. 
She’s previously claimed that she 
wouldn’t be able to afford a place in 
Washington, DC because she wouldn’t be 
paid until she started working in Congress. 
Her communications director claimed that 
she had less than $7,000 in savings. Yet, 
in a financial record of hers, she reported 
having $15,000 to $50,000 in her savings 
account during that period. (Before her 
now-yearly income of $174,000 as a member 
of Congress.) Her team predictably 
backpedaled on that one hard. 
There are clear contradictions in 
her personal wealth and what she claims 
her means are at. It is despicable that she 
attempts to tailor her image to make it look 
like she is experiencing “the struggle” when 
the facts clearly disagree with that. 
To clarify, I don’t think that there is 
anything wrong with a politician using 
their hard-earned wealth to clean-up their 
image. It is important to present well and 
there is nothing inherently wrong with 
her buying expensive clothes to uphold a 
certain level of professionalism. There is 
nothing wrong with her wearing dresses or 
nice clothes. 
The issue lies in the contradiction 
of preaching that she experiences the 
common struggle and wants to enact 
socialism so she, along with everyone else 
who has money struggles, can have a better 
life.  She sells herself as a common person 
who would benefit from her proposed 
policy changes, yet she’s clearly a part of the 
elite. Why would an elite lie about being 
an elite? Why is she attempting to hide her 
access to wealth?
It’s hard to take her seriously 
knowing that she’s making attempts to 
be relatable through a contrived financial 
situation. Her critics take these fancy 
outfits of hers as an opportunity to point 
out the hypocrisy, yet her response is to 
claim that she is renting, borrowing, or 
thrifting. Does she really have friends that 
are willing to lend her a $3000 outfit for 
dirt cheap? Did she really find a $580 retail 
value dress at a thrift store? 
If one is going to campaign on the 
fact that they know the struggle of the 
low-income and middle-income classes, 
then it is insulting to see them constantly 
flaunting their wealth.  It seems clear that 
she isn’t a part of the class she’s attempting 
to win-over through a claimed “shared 
struggle.” Yet it is also clear that the same 
system she insists she has suffered in has 
afforded her luxuries most haven’t attained. 
That’s obviously not good for her anti-
rich, wealth-for-all image she’s built. But 
it’s certainly in line with other Democrats 
strategies (Bernie Sanders and Hillary 
Clinton having three houses each).
AOC needs to admit that she doesn’t 
have the lived experience to talk for those 
who are low and middle income. She 
should represent herself honestly as the 
very well-off politician she is. She’s not 
relatable. Be suspicious when rich people 
tell you that they’re just like you; no 
politician is poor. 
Stop giving lying rich 
politicians your empathy






































Life & Style Editor
There’s something very human about this thing that stands before me. 
This idea is incredibly unsettling, but it lands hard and sticks like rubber 
cement to my brain. I can feel anxiety seeping into each fold of the greyish 
pink organ resting inside my skull. I’ve got to shake this off! I’m a goddamn 
Space Geographer! 
It is my mission to explore new landscapes and report back on what 
I find. It is my mission to bridge the knowledge gap between man and 
unexplored territory! 
Opening the makeshift sack full of supplies I piled together, I find the 
translator. It’s a sleek grey remote-like rectangle with a half-moon glass 
panel and a faded persimmon dial. I’m more relieved than ever before 
that the device has a microphone and speaker built-in for listening and 
interpreting languages, as I wouldn’t even have the faintest idea where to 
begin when trying to decode something that sounds like what I imagine a 
cockroach on AMR would sound like. 
It is such a completely perplexing noise that it almost seems fitting to 
belong to an alien. Aiming the microphone at the gaping maw of this life-
sized pickle of a creature, I fiddle with the dial, hoping—no, praying—that 
something will come of this. What I find is even more unsettling than the 







White like the tiles
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of this bathroom floor.







12. Nothing, en français
13. Not many (2 wds.)
15. Possess
16. What a well-rested 
person might say (4 
wds.)
19. Ursus arctos horribilis
21. Average
22. Edge
24. US/Can. verb ending
25. Knight’s title
26. “Money __ __ object”
27. Timber wolf
30. Prefix for 10
31. Early Holy Roman 
Emperor
32. Merit
33. Hawaiian taro dish
34. Area
36. Manga author Junji
37. Vitality
39. “I do,” e.g.
42. Move zippily
44. Prefix for one
45. Ernie’s pal
46. Cry of dismay
48. Goose egg
50. Cogito __ sum
51. Baseball star Ruth
52. __-de-France




57. Part of a bird’s stomach










2. Dino’s cry, cutely
3. “Potent” or “present” 
prefix





9. In the distance
10. No. on a business card 
(abbr.)








29. 19-across (2 wds.)
30. Baker’s amt. (abbr.)




38. Year, en español
40. Website ender 
41. Int’l commerce regulator 
(abbr.)
43. Gardening tool 
45. Mercedes __ 










60. __ ex machina
62. Fish eggs
63. Close to the ground 
  
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31
32 33 34 35
36 37 38 39 40 41
42 43 44 45
46 47 48 49 50
51 52 53 54
55 56 57 58 59 60
61 62 63 64
65 66 67
68 69 70
Weekly crossword:  Rhyme time!
By Caroline Ho, Web Editor
M O L A R S N I T C H
D E R I D E T I R A D E
H O T S P O T A G E N C Y
B O O H O O R I C H
E M M Y B A C K T R A C K
S M E L L A C E L O L L S
T E D O A S T F I T B I T
A V G S T O G A
P E E W E E P O O H F S A
H E N R Y A R R T W E E N
O K E Y D O K E Y O N T O
O B L A S U N R U N
E N D I V E C H I P D I P
R E A V E S H U N T E R



















DSU Spring Lunch* 
starting at 11:30am




S P R I N G  C E L E B R AT I ON
*Vegan & Gluten-Free Options Available
